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SHORT DESCRIPTION

This course addresses the main characteristics of the political system in Spain from a
comparative perspective and considering the singularities of the Spanish case in
relation with other advanced democracies.

It will start from a review of the Spanish characteristic elements, considering the process
of tfransition to democracy in 1975-1978 and the current constitutional system. It will
review the institutional structure and the territorial model, highly relevant both in the
current constitutional debate and political competition. We will study the role of main
political actors as political parties, voters, frade unions and labour forces, business
associations and the organization of civil society. We will analyze Spain's position in the
European Union and the key elements of its foreign policy, its relations with Latin
America and with the Mediterranean countries and the most relevant political events
of the last 10 years that influence current Spanish political situation: the pandemic, the
financial crisis in 2008, the crisis of representation that gave rise to the 15M
phenomenon; the ideological and affective polarization, and the problems caused
by corruption and the quality of democracy.




CONTENTS AND STRUCTURE

TOPIC 1: POLITICAL SYSTEMS ELEMENTS FOR DISCUSSION.
Understanding the main concepts and questions

1.1 POLITICAL STRUCTURE

1.2 POLITICAL ACTORS

1.3 CONSTITUCIONAL ORDER

1.4 OTHER ELEMENTS OF INTEREST

TOPIC 2: SPANISH HISTORICAL CONTEXT.
A brief historical approach to the Spanish constitutional System.

2.1. CONSTITUTIONS FROM 1812 TO 1978
2.2 HISTORICAL CONSTITUTIONALISM
2.3 SOCIOLOGICAL AND ECONOMICAL DEVELOPMENT

TOPIC 3: TRANSITION AND CONSTITUCIONAL DEMOCRACY 1978
Spanish process of democratization: consensus, constitution-making, and consolidation.

3.1. SPANISH SITUATION AFTER THE CIVIL WAR (1936-1970)

3.2. 1970-1975

3.3. CONSTITUENT PROCESS

3.4. POLITICAL AGREEMENTS AND CONSTITUCIONAL CONSENSUS

TOPIC 4: CONSTITUCIONAL STRUCTURE, FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND CONSTITUCTIONAL
GUARANTEES

4.1 DOGMATIC AND ORGANIC PART OF THE CONSTITUTION
4.2 CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES. SOCIAL STATE, DEMOCRACY AND THE RULE OF LAW
4.3 FUNDAMENTAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS.
4.4 BASIS OF WELFARE STATE
4.5. CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES :
e THE ROLE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT
e THE CONSTITUTIONAL REVIEW IN SPAIN.
e DEFENSOR DEL PUEBLO
e GUARANTEES OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS
e JUDICIAL GUARANTEES

e ART. 116 (EXCEPTIONAL SITUATIONS)




TOPIC 5. PARLAMENTARY SPANISH SYSTEM

5.1 BICAMERAL PARLIAMENT. CORTES GENERALES, CONGRESO DE LOS DIPUTADOS,
SENADO
5.2 ELECTORAL SYSTEM

e FEATURES OF THE SPANISH ELECTORAL SYSTEM?

e SYSTEM FOR ELECTION TO THE CONGRESS AND TO THE SENATE.

e THE PRINCIPLE OF “PROPORTIONALITY” FOR THE CONGRESS, MAYORITARIAM
PRINCIPLE THE RISE AND FALL OF THE SPANISH TWO-PARTY SYSTEM
(BIPARTIDISMO).

e OTHER ELECTORAL SYSTEMS: AUTONOMOUS PARLIAMENTS, LOCAL COUNCILS, THE
SENATE, AND SPANISH SEATS IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT.

5.3 FUNCTIONS AND ORGANIZATION OF THE PARLIAMENT
5.4 DECISON AND LAW MAKING PROCESS
5.5 INSTITUTIONAL RELATIONS WITH HE EXCUTIVE POWER

TOPIC 6: MONARCHIE AND EXECUTIVE POWER

6.1. MONARCHIE. FUNCTIONS AND POWERS

6.2. SUCCESSION

6.3. COUNTERSIGNING OF THE ACTS OF THE KING

6.4. HOUSEHOLD OF THE KING

6.5. GOVERNMENT ELECTION

6.6 PRESIDENT OF THE GOVERNEMENT ROLE

6.7. CONTROL AND ACCOUNTABILITY OF THE GOVERNEMENT

TOPIC 7: JUDICIARY POWER

7.1. ORGANIZATION
7.2. PRINCIPLE OF INDEPENDENCE
7.3. INSTUTIONS OF GOVERNMENT (CGPJ)

TOPIC 8: COMUNIDADES AUTONOMAS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

8.1. ASYMMETRIC AND WAKE FEDERALISM
8.2. PRINCIPLES

8.3. ORGANIZATION

8.4. COMPETENCES




TOPIC 9. POLITICAL ACTORS: POLITICAL PARTIES, VOTERS

9.1. WHAT ARE THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE SPANISH PARTY SYSTEM?

9.2. RIGHT/LEFT AND CENTRALISM/REGIONALISM

9.3. PARTY SYSTEM STABILITY AND TRANSFORMATION IN THE XXI CENTURY.
9.4. CRISIS OF REPRESENTATION

9.5 FRAGMENTATION AND POLARISATION. CRISIS OF POLITICAL TRUST

TOPIC 10. POLITICAL ACTORS: CIVIL SOCIETY AND OTHER GROUPS OF
INTEREST

10.1 TRADE UNIONS, BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS, PROFESIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.
10.2 INFLUENCE OF ECONOMICAL CRISIS INTO POLITICAL CRISIS

10.3 RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATIONS AND CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANITATIONS. 10.4.
10.4 PLURALISM VERSUS SOCIAL HOMOGENIZATION

METHODOLOGY

The course will consist of master sessions, where the main theoretical contents will be
taught, and complementary practical sessions. For the master classes, some readings
will be provided with the minimum contents of the session.

The practical sessions are structured around the discussion of one or several relevant
readings on the topics covered in the master classes. The students will prepare the
practical session with the help of a script of questions that the practical teacher will
provide in advance.

Visits to the main political institutions of the country are also included.

Finally, attendance at practices is mandatory and, together with participation in
lectures and practices, they represent 10% of the final grade.

In addition, students will carry out a research project during the course and they will
present the results in public for approximately 10 minutes, last week of the quarter, on
some of the issues of the subject. The written delivery of the work and the presentation
will be made at the end of the course.

ASSESSMENT AND GRADING

Assessment type | Assessment criteria Percentage
FINAL EXAM ¢ knowledge of main Spanish political institutions
« knowledge about actors, current situation, 60%

and main challenges in Spain
e Analytical capacity on essential issues of the
Spanish political system




Ability to relate these concepts to current
sifuations in the Spanish case

Clarity and conciseness of the exhibition

GROUP e Clarity and conciseness of the exhibition 20%
PRESENTATION e Analytical capacity

AND FINAL PAPER |, depth of analysis and conclusions

PARTICIPATION e Capacity of relate knowledge for an 20%

AND ACTIVITIES understanding of set.

e Clarity and conciseness of the exhibition
e Deductive ability
e Interest and concern about the matter

Committing any serious academic misconduct, such as plagiarism of previously
published material, or copying in the exam or any other graded activity, will imply
not being able to pass the course in the ordinary assessment period.

At the beginning of the term the professor will announce the office hours for the
course. Tutorials are an essential part of the development of the course, and
students may attend tutorials during the course within those office times, but it is
recommended that they are arranged in advance with the professor.

Any non-face-to-face learning activity that requires the submission of an
assignment/document, etc. will be submitted by the student through Moodle,
always in PDF format.

To be able to take the final exam, students must not have missed more than one
third of the classes without justification. If this requirement is not met, the student
may lose the right to be assessed both in the ordinary and extraordinary assessment
period (art. 93-1 of the General Regulations). Failure to attend to the first hour of a
two-hour lecture, means having missed the whole session in terms of attendance,
regardless of whether or not the student the second hour.

STUDENT WORKLOAD (in hours)

CONTACT HOURS

OUTSIDE CLASSROOM OVERALL

60

90 150
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